
Alexander McLean - Bursary Recipient, Class of 2003 
You were a bursary recipient during your time 

at KGS; what did it mean to you? What did it 

mean to your family? 

Whilst I received an offer for the School I initially 

didn't receive an assisted place. I remember my 

Mum receiving the letter saying this and crying. 

Without an assisted place there was no way I could 

have attended KGS. Eventually another child with 

an assisted place left KGS, I was offered their 

support. 

How did you enjoy your time at KGS? 

I enjoyed it very much. I am still in contact with 

many of my good friends from school. I left school 

with a feeling that anything is possible and my 

expectations of myself, and others, were very high 

indeed. The qualifications I gained at KGS opened 

doors to further education prospects which have 

contributed to my professional development. 

What did you get involved in? 

My favourite subject was Geography and my 

overall mark was 98.2% at A level. My favourite 

teacher was Mr Stribley who taught R.S. His 

approach was totally relaxed - it was up to us how 

seriously we took our studies or not. He treated us with respect, was humane and I saw there was more to him 

than being a teacher. During the Sixth Form he lent me his gown to wear to a party - I went as a teacher and wore 

it along with a mortar board and cane. My extracurricular activities were slightly less usual - I was involved in 

Conservation Club at Ditton Field for many years; I was a cox for several years despite being around 15 stone - I 

was good at directing boats I guess! Overall, my friendships were the most important aspect of my school life. 

When you look back on your time at KGS, how do you think financial support to study at KGS changed 

both your perception of the School and also your own path in life? 

I didn't realise there were so many of us receiving financial help. KGS does a good job of you 'just being another 

pupil.' The fact that in many private schools up to a third of children were on assisted places was amazing. There's 

so much talk about social mobility - education is more important to this than anything else. I left school feeling 

entitled to make my mark on the world, and that's what I have done. 

 

 

What are you up to now? 



I am married to Hannah, a doctor. I have a son, Frederick, who is 11 months. I was called to the Bar in 2010 but 

don't practice. I have been a magistrate since I was 21 and am trying to write a PhD on the impact of the death 

penalty on executioners and others who administer it. My interest is justice. My vision for my life is to serve the 

destitute - those on the edge of society, in particular by helping those whose voices are rarely heard to have a 

voice. My satisfaction comes from seeing the poorest, most vulnerable, most downtrodden realise and use their 

gifts, talents and skills. 

Looking back, this attitude may have resulted from the opportunities I was given, and although sometimes we 

wouldn't have tokens for the electricity meter, I certainly wasn't destitute! I live life believing that we are all equal, 

I am not awed by authority and look everyone in the eye - whether when meeting the Queen or presidents or a 

chained up 'lunatic' in a prison in South Sudan. 

Do you feel that KGS gave you a good start? 

I think that too many children go to schools and fail to see their own potential and their teachers fail to help them 

to see it. I left KGS feeling that the world was my oyster and whilst other factors also contributed to that feeling, 

my experience at KGS was certainly a part of it. I left KGS very green, very naive, and quite idealistic perhaps 

even slightly pompous, but I think this gave me the desire to act when I saw things I didn't like where I felt I could 

make a difference. 

After leaving KGS I took a gap year. I spent time travelling in Japan and Hawaii with school friends, did an 

internship with a congressman in Washington and then went to volunteer at the Hospice in Uganda that changed 

my life and my direction. 

Studying Law at Nottingham gave me the foundation for further legal studies and being called to the Bar. During 

my time there I started sitting as a magistrate - seeing the law in practice in this country, and spent my holidays 

working with other students in prisons in Africa. It was at Nottingham that the African Prisons Project was born, 

as a student union association. 

What would you say to anyone who was considering supporting the Bursary Fund? 

The fruit of planting a seed which allows a poor child to gain a very good education will be borne in your lifetime 

and for generations to come. You might not see it, or only a fraction of it, but this is a gift which will never leave 

the recipient and which will affect untold others through them. 
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